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HIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICTHIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

Read-a-Thon w ith Pol ice OfficersRead-a-Thon w ith Pol ice Officers
Last Tuesday law enforcement officers
from Xenia, Beavercreek, Cedarv ille,
Centerv ille, and Jamestown Police
Departments sat with Tecumseh
Elementary students and listened as
they read books to them. The students
are participating in a nationwide
reading challenge called READBowl.
Weekly prizes are awarded to classes
with the highest number of in-school
reading minutes. Students in Mrs.
Frauman's second grade class, Mrs.
Rubio's third grade class, and Mrs.
Germano's fifth grade class took turns
reading to the officers for a total of
120 minutes! Xenia Police Captain
Steve Lane is pictured with second
grader Porter Millen. You can see
additional photos on our Facebook
page.

HIGHLIGHT FROM XENIA PRESCHOOLHIGHLIGHT FROM XENIA PRESCHOOL

Sort ing ObjectsSort ing Objects

Sorting objects by shape is an
important skill for building a
mathematical foundation.
Benji Mullins in Mrs. Lammer's
class is pictured sorting
shapes onto a mat.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM ARROWOOD ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM ARROWOOD ELEMENTARY

https://www.facebook.com/xeniacommunityschools/


Grow Litt le Seedling, Grow!Grow Litt le Seedling, Grow!

Third grade students in Mr. Toscani's class “planted” four pinto bean seeds in a
small cup with damp paper towels. Over the course of the next 16 days, the
students will monitor their seed's growth and log their observations, including
pictures, on their Chromebooks. They look forward to coming into school each
morning to see how much their plants have grown overnight.

Being their Buccaneer BestBeing their Buccaneer Best

As a reward for their outstanding
behavior, 100 students were treated
to a "Gold Ticket Lunch" last week.
Students who demonstrated their
Buccaneer Best daily were nominated
by their teachers for this award. They
enjoyed pizza, drinks, chips, and ice
cream with Principal Mr. Yost.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM COX ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM COX ELEMENTARY

Learning about Mart in LutherLearn ing about Mart in Luther
King Jr.King Jr.

Students in Mrs. Shelton's first grade class
learned about the life of Martin Luther King
Jr. They saw pictures of his family and
childhood. They learned that he wanted
everyone to be treated the same. They



concluded the lesson by reading a
passage and answering questions. They
were excited to color a picture that
represented his "I Have a Dream" speech.

Thanks, Safety Patrol!Thanks, Safety Patrol!

Ms. Peterson, Mrs. Kern, and Mrs. Latimer
wanted to show the Cox Safety Patrol how
much they appreciate their hard work by
throwing a pizza party for them. The
students all received pizza, a drink, and
chips as a token of appreciation for
making sure that the Cox students depart
and arrive to school safely.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MCKINLEY ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM MCKINLEY ELEMENTARY

Learning About W inter Trees and Topping off the Lesson withLearning About W inter Trees and Topping off the Lesson with
Maple Syrup, Yum!Maple Syrup, Yum!

Mrs. Gibson's class read the book "W inter Trees" by
Carole Gerber and learned about different winter
trees, such as maple, birch, oak, poplar, and
evergreen. They learned that maple
syrup comes from maple trees. After the
story, they painted winter trees. Then they watched
a v ideo on how maple trees are tapped to get
syrup: sap is boiled to make maple syrup and it
takes 50 gallons of sap to make one gallon of
maple syrup. After the v ideo, the students enjoyed
a delicious meal with waffles and maple
syrup. They also had bacon, ham, and eggs. Their
smiles say it all - they sure did enjoy it!

Fluency MastersFluency Masters

Ms. Palmer's fifth graders have been
working hard to become Fluency
Masters. They have mastered their
addition, subtraction, multiplication,
and div ision facts through 12.  Great
job!



Learning About Animal DensLearning About Animal Dens

Last week Mrs. Ketchen's Kindergarten
students ate hibernation
cupcakes. (Although they did not sleep
afterward!) They also read stories about
animal dens all while wearing their
pajamas for pajama day.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SHAWNEE ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM SHAWNEE ELEMENTARY

The Great Dog Debate & Comparing Oak and Birch TreesThe Great Dog Debate & Comparing Oak and Birch Trees

Shawnee fourth grade students have been working hard on their writ ing
skills. Mrs. Sanders' class has been working on "The Great Dog Debate." Students
had to decide if a Chihuahua or a Golden Retriever would be a better dog for
their family. After researching both breeds of dogs, the students wrote an



opinion piece on the topic. Caroline S. wrote, "Choosing a dog for your family is
an important task. When asked if a Chihuahua or a Golden Retriever would make
a better dog for my family. I researched to find out as much as I could about to
make each breed to make my decision. I found that the Golden Retriever would
make a better dog for my family. They would be good for my family because they
are easy to train. Golden Retrievers are good to train and that is good because
so it won't go in the road because the dog I have now got off her leash and we
had to go get her."

Mrs. Nix's class has been working on comparing and contrasting Oak and Birch
trees. They learned about the different characteristics of each tree. Matthew W.
wrote, "I can tell how Oak and Birch trees are the same. First, they are both
flowering trees. Second, they are both used to make furniture. Third, both are
common in the United States. I am going to tell you that they are different. First,
Birch Trees has thin white bark. Second, Oak trees grow tall and straight so they
are strong. Third, birch trees live in Canada. Now you know that Oak and Birch
trees are the same and different."

Order Up! Reviewing ReadingOrder Up! Reviewing Reading

Third grade students at Shawnee enjoyed a fun and engaging reading rev iew
lesson. The students pretended to be at a diner and had to order different
"dishes" to practice their reading and writ ing skills. They picked a main dish, side
dish, and even a dessert. They worked on reading comprehension, writ ing step by
step directions, and reading games. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM TECUMSEH ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM TECUMSEH ELEMENTARY

Energy Quiz GameEnergy Quiz Game

Fourth grade students rev iewed for their



energy quiz by playing a game - they matched
definit ions and identified examples of
radiation, conduction, and convection.
Students were really engaged in the activ ity
and identified what they understood well and
what they needed to study more.

Flash l ight ReadingFlash l ight Reading

First graders in Miss Collins' class participated in
Flashlight Friday. Students selected their
fav orite book, grabbed a flashlight, and read
quietly in an area of the classroom.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM WARNER MIDDLEHIGHLIGHTS FROM WARNER MIDDLE



Personal Delivery of 22 Pieces of Special ArtworkPersonal Delivery of 22 Pieces of Special Artwork

Expressive Arts is a class that focuses on artwork that is self-expressive, rather
than focusing on line, color, and perspective, as you would in a a formal art
class. Eighth grade students from general education classes worked with
students in the special education classes to create art. The art pieces are now
displayed all throughout Warner. There were 22 teachers and administrators who
requested artwork, and the pieces were hand-delivered by the proud artists last
week.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA HIGHHIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA HIGH

FFA Chapters Toured Central State, Prepare for FFA W eekFFA Chapters Toured Central State, Prepare for FFA W eek
Activit iesActivit ies

Officers from Xenia, Cedarv ille, and the Greeneview FFA
chapters spent the day at Central State University January18.
The day started by attending a special awards ceremony in
which Katrina Swinehart, former Cedarv ille FFA Advisor and
current Professor in Agricultural Education at Central State, was
awarded the Golden Owl Award. The award is presented to 10
Ag Teachers in the state of Ohio who demonstrate superior
dedication to the growth of agricultural education students.

After the ceremony, students toured the campus and all of its agricultural
related entit ies. The tour was arranged to give the officers a better
understanding of the resources available at CSU. The school will host their Ag
Day on the campus May 8. The event will be much larger than in the past
because they will be inv iting not only elementary students from Xenia but also
from Cedarv ille and Greeneview.

National FFA Week is February 16 through 23 this year, and the Chapter has a lot
planned. Each day they will be hosting friendly competitions, a staff
appreciation breakfast, and a cookout during lunch for FFA Members. Each day
an announcement will be made that presents an Ag Fact of the day. They will
also be hosting a school-wide Spirit Week: Tuesday will be Truck and Tractor
Brand Day, Wednesday will be Farm Animal Day, Thursday will be Ag Careers Day,
and Friday will be Classic Flannel Day. Lastly, they plan to host a fundraiser for
Ohio FFA's Official Charity, Nationwide Children's Hospital. Their goal is to raise
$500.

LET'S STAY CONNECTEDLET'S STAY CONNECTED

This e-newsletter is sent weekly on Mondays during the school year.

Let's stay connected ... our website is a great place to get information about our
district and each of our schools.

Be sure to Like us on Facebook to stay up to date on district announcements and
school building news.

You can also follow Xenia Athletics on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date

http://www.xeniaschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/xeniacommunityschools
https://www.facebook.com/XeniaAthletics/
https://twitter.com/XeniaAthletics


on all grades 7-12 sports teams.

As always, feel free to reach out to me directly by email or call (937) 562-9011.

Have a great week,

Dr. Gabriel E. Lofton, Superintendent

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS!SHARE THE GOOD NEWS!

If you have a highlight, story idea, or photo you'd like to share to be included in
this newsletter or other district communications, email Wendy Planicka,
Coordinator of Communications.

mailto:glofton@xenia.k12.oh.us
mailto:wplanicka@xenia.k12.oh.us

